Right Hon. Lord Darling
from that great building in the Strand, in one court at least, a small, assiduous, and deeply-interested figure was to be found dealing either with the arrears of the week, or with such odds and ends of judicial work as could conveniently be disposed of within the brief compass of Saturday morning. Nor did the fountain of humour even on Saturday ever run dry ; though the Bar was perhaps a trifle less appreciative of it than upon week-days.
Of witnesses Mr. Justice Darling, although shortsighted,   was  a  quick  and  shrewd  judge.    For he has a great knowledge of human nature ;   and the gift of drawing swift and accurate inferences from facts  which  would  afford little  guidance to  many more learned lawyers.    Another quality very greatly endeared him to the Bar.    He was conscious of the difficulties in which busy counsel, often through no fault of their own,  become involved.    He did not adopt the rough-and-ready rule of saying that no case should in .any circumstances be postponed for the convenience of counsel.    Sometimes, especially in the higher courts, such a rule must be rigidly enforced, however moving the appeal, for reasons which need not detain us here.   But the senior judge in the special jury list of the Law Courts, as Darling so often was, could   often,  without  injury  to  anyone,   and   with merciful   effect   upon   the   interests   of   the   client, mitigate  the   application   of   what   must   probably always  be  the  general  rule.    Looking  back  upon ' the  many  years  during which  I  was a busy practitioner   before   the   learned Judge,   I   have   many memories of kindly indulgence and of consideration in this respect.
I have already made it plain that Lord Darling
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